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Geopolitical Rivalry in the Strait of Malacca
Between the United States and China

ABDULLA ALMARRI*
ORCID:0009-0000-2849-8697

ABSTRACT: This study examines the importance of the Strait of Malacca in the strate-
gic competition between the United States and China, asking, “To what extent does this
strait occupy a vital importance in the US-China competition over maritime straits?”
The main problem of the study is based on the escalation of the conflict between the
United States and China, as each works to build and enhance its military capabilities
around the strategically important maritime straits, starting from the Bab al-Mandab
Strait to the Strait of Malacca. And the research highlights how the Strait of Malacca
is considered a pivotal center in this growing conflict in the context of the increasing
maritime trade movement, energy supplies, and the conflict of military alliances led by
the United States in the Indo-Pacific region.

Keywords: Malacca Strait - Geopolitical rivalry - United States - China -Maritime
disputes
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